Welcome to Crystal Hunters!

We are the world’s first epic manga created for the
express purpose of learning Japanese from zero.

However, Japanese is a hard language to learn. In fact,
according to the Foreign Service Institute, it is the #1
hardest language for native English speakers to learn.
But even if you are learning from zero, we believe you
can learn to read the first 100+ pages of Crystal
Hunters in about two weeks if you study at a brisk
pace, or maybe within a weekend if you blitz it. So,
settle in and join us for a fantastical adventure that will
give you a sense of accomplishment for life.

Japanese Writing Systems

Let’s jump in! Japan is unique in that it has three different
alphabets/writing systems. Of these three writing systems, there are two
alphabets and one large list of symbols adapted from Chinese, called
“kanji”, and about 2,000 kanji are commonly used.

Because Japanese mixes all these writing systems together, it can be
daunting to learn how to read in Japanese, even for people who have
been studying for many years. But for this manga, basic knowledge of the
two alphabets is all you need to be able to read everything, and we will
teach them to you if you don’t know them yet!



Alphabets

The two alphabets are called “Hiragana” and “Katakana”. Hiragana is
the primary alphabet, and Katakana is used very similarly to how we use
italics in English, to show words with extra stress and to write foreign
words.

Pronunciation:
Luckily, many of the sounds in Japanese are sounds that are found in

English, so the basic pronunciation is not that difficult to learn. There are
some differences though, and those will be listed in this section.

Vowels

First though, let us cover the basics.Nearly all “letters” in Japanese have
one of 5 vowels in them. In Hiragana, those vowels are:

3 (a), L) (i), D (u), A (e), and & (o).

The way to pronounce these vowels is:
3 (ah), L (ee), D (ooh), A (eh), and & (oh).

However, these Japanese vowels are only half the length of how the
English pronunciation is read. To make a full-length vowel sound, you

repeat the same vowel. 6. W\, 525, ZZA. BE.

Or, in Katakana, you can also make a full-length vowel sound by

adding a dash after the letter. An extended J7 (a) in katakana is
r—.

It is also possible to extend the & (o) sound by adding a D (u) after it: &
> . This is actually more common than the double & & writing.



In addition, it is possible to make different vowel sounds by mixing two of
the vowels together. The two possible vowel combinations are:

» + LN = L) = “eye”, or the name of the letter “I”
Z + Ly = Z L) =the “ay” in hay, or the name of the letter “A”

Consonants

Japanese uses the following consonants in its language: b, d, f, g, h, j, k, m,
n,prstwy,z

Most of these are the same or fairly similar to the consonants in English,
however the Japanese “f” and “r” are not sounds that have a direct
counterpart in English, and will be described below.

Nearly all consonants in Japanese are followed by one of the 5 vowels,
with the sole exception of “n”, which is the only consonant that can
come at the end of a word. Because of this, most “letters” in Japanese
are a combination of a consonant and a vowel. For example: H\ is the
combination of “k” and “a” to make the sound “ka”.

Like vowels, it is also possible to double the strength of a consonant.
However, when this is done, a special character is used. 2 is usually
“tsu”, but when it is used in its smaller form o, it doubles the conso-

nant that follows it. For example: D M\ is pronounced “kaka”, but H* >
M is pronounced “kakka”.




Different Sounds

As mentioned above, there are only two sounds in Japanese that do not
have a similar sound in English.

Those are the Japanese “r” and “f”.

The Japanese “r” is actually closer to an “L” sound. To correctly make this
sound, put your tongue just above the gums above your top teeth. This is
called your “hard palate”. To make a Japanese “r”, very softly flick your
tongue from this location and add the appropriate vowel. Remember

there are no solo consonants besides “n” in Japanese, so a vowel must be
added after “r”.

The Japanese “f” is a mix of the English “h” and “f”. When making the “f”
sound in English, your top teeth slightly bite down on your bottom lips.
However, for a Japanese “f” your top teeth do not touch your bottom lips.
Instead, bring your top teeth slightly near your bottom lips, and make the
“t” sound with the air hitting your top teeth. This will produce a soft “f”
sound, and this is the Japanese “f”.




Hiragana & Katakana

There are 46 original characters in each alphabet. However, some
“rows” of the alphabet can be modified witha =~ or = to change
the consonant. As well, “ya, yu, yo” can be added to many characters

ending with an “i” sound to change the vowel.

If you’re just beginning to learn hiragana, we’ve made a book for you!

Hiragana Hunters

Hiragana Hunters introduces one hiragana character and one word for
each page (with accompanying manga art!), and it only uses the
hiragana you’ve already learned for later pages. You'll learn all 46 basic
hiragana and half of the words in the first book of Crystal Hunters.

Hiragana English Equivalent Katakana

WS ZAH a i ueo e G i |
mE < Frc ka ki ku ke ko HhEx o7 3
= L9 & =% sa shi su se so XY
flc 52 7Tk ta chi tsu te to Y F YT bk
AN Pl AR ARN0) na ni nu ne no > X x/
=S RN =3 ha hi fu he ho J\ B 7 AN TR
EHTHLD ma mi mu me mo N X LAXE
Y oK ya  yu yo ¥ a1 3
5 badh 3 ra ri ru re ro Z JJL L A
H 7 wa WO 7 7
Ao n >



https://crystalhuntersmanga.files.wordpress.com/2023/06/hiragana-hunters-v21.pdf
https://crystalhuntersmanga.files.wordpress.com/2023/03/hiragana-hunters-v20.pdf

Hiragana English Equivalent Katakana
NESIF T ga gi gu ge go AxT 53
ST HEF za ji zu ze zo I EY
52T E da ji zu de do Y FYTF R
EORNIFE | ba bi bu be bo| /NETANIR
O RARZF pa pi pu pe po INE R
SR Sk kya kyu kyo F*+ F*21F3
e Ep Tk gya gyu gyo v a1 F3
Ly L U & sha shu sho Vv 2o e
Lv Uw U & ja  ju jo Vv Va V3
S5v 5 54& cha chu cho Fv¥ FaF3
IC ([T [T & nya nyu nyo — e R
O» O O & hya hyu hyo Ev Ex E3
Ue U U & bya byu byo Evy 2 E3
Ov U Ok pya pyu pyo vy B2 E3
B B H &k mya myu myo Y 3I133
Dy D b & rya ryu ryo Uv Uz Y3




Kanji in Crystal Hunters

While knowing kanji is not necessary to read Crystal Hunters, we do add
some in so that people who wish to study them are able to. For people
who do not know how to read the kanji, hiragana is placed above the kanji
so that it can still be read phonetically. When hiragana is used this way, it
is called “furigana”.




Crystal Hunters Vocabulary List:
(listed alphabetically by chapter)

Note: if the word you are looking for ends in -nai, -te, -ou, or -eru, it
is likely to be in the grammar section or in the conjugations list on
the last page of this guide.

Chapter 1
Japanese Word English Spelling Kaniji Meaning in English
HH! a-a AHH!
Hirfc a-na-ta you
HD a-no that over there*
hn a-re that over there*
HOMNES a-ri-ga-to-u thank you
52 a-ru t_o haye*, to bg in a place
(inanimate objects)
HE a-so-ko over there
NV I ba-n-so-mu Bansom (name)
/=i da to be*
¥ —— da-fu-ni-i Daphne (name)
WO &£ 538 da-i-jo-u-bu ALK all right, problem free
128 da-me INE not good, not allowed
Tn da-re i who
TbH de-mo but
it do-ko where
ESF do-u-zo here you are
n ga subject/object particle”
[& ha (pronounced "wa") subject particle*
[ Ly ha-i yes
(0% hi-to A person
[F LWL ho-shi-i want
LY i-i good, yes
WWZ i-i-e no
L< i-ku 17< to go
W3 -ru to exist, to be i_n a place
(for people, animals)
yaN ka question particle*
MR D ka-i-bu-tsu Y] monster
MR L L ka-na-shi-i AEL W sad
MADZ B ka-n-ga-e-ru EZ>3 to think
mnn ka-re 1K he
bl ka-ru Kal (name)
IF A ke-n gl sword
= ki ZN tree




Chapter 1

Japanese Word English Spelling Kanji Meaning in English

=R ki-ka-i T machine

ZhicBiE ko-n-ni-chi-ha hello

"konnichiwa"

ZZ ko-ko here

) ko-no this*

hn ko-re this*

7UXZ) ku-ri-su-ta-ru crystal

PHAD mi-e-ru BZ25% can see*

HB mi-ru 85 to see

H mo too, also

HD mo-tsu D to hold*

A9 na-ka A in, inside

mhE na-ka-ma {hfE partner, _colleague,
group friend

1R na-ni {a] what

AN na-ru % to become

AN na-ze AN why

[ ni position particle*

IZif% ni-ge-ru P run away

) no possessive particle*

Ehh o-ka-ne ok money

& o-to-ko B man

N> F pa-n-chi punch

~ 5 (suffix) ra plural suffix*

L3 shi-ru 3 to know*

zZ s0-ko there

<D S0-NO that*

ES su-ki FE like

reehd ta-o-re-ru ins to fall down, to be
defeated

~J 5 (suffix) ta-chi P plural suffix*

& to & and

) to-ko-ro P place

L3 to-me-ru L3 to stop someone or
something

NZwvy to-ra-kku truck

DM tsu-ka-u (E3p) to use

o) wa E chapter, story

P wa-ka-ru ANANES to understand*

plcL wa-ta-shi Fh I, me

= wo (pronounced "oh") object particle*

ShL L u-re-shi-i L LY happy




Chapter 2

Japanese Word English Spelling Kanji Meaning in English
Hrzs5LWV a-ta-ra-shi-i ;LW new
5Hh5 chi-ka-ra | power
NV — ha-n-ta-a hunter
WX i-ma &3 now
M"DU & ka-no-jo Rz her
Z ko ¥ child, adolescent
D3 no-ru &3 to ride
BATR o-n-na 8 woman
SLORB sa-yo-u-na-ra goodbye
RN su-ba-sa Subasa (name)
& yo emphasis particle*
b & yumi = bow (the one used with
arrows)
Chapter 3
Japanese Word English Spelling Kanji Meaning in English
&> a-u =D to meet
FINY de-ba-n Devan (name)
Wz i-e ER house, home
e na-i-tsu Knites (name)
BEZ na-ma-e &R name
ULoiX shi-ppo tail
zTh so-re that*
oM tsu-no A horn
© ya x arrow
HB ya-me-ru TSC:) r?qlgzh:ggstop doing

* means there will be further clarification in the sections below.
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4
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Particles
Japanese grammar is very different from English grammar, but in a way

it can be easier than English once you get used to it. Japanese grammar
is particle-based, which means the particles are what guide the mean-
ing of a sentence.

We use seven different particles in Crystal Hunters, but the two most
basic particles are:

I& (ha — but pronounced “wa”) — This determines the subject/topic.

%Z (wo — but pronounced “oh”) — This determines the object.

S

To begin, we can make very simple sentences with (& only.

For example:

L & &5 =1see.

Particles describe the word before them, and in this sentence we
can see that (& is describing 07z U. 107z U and (& are now a “word-
particle set”, and this makes 107 U the subject of the sentence. As

well, verbs do not need particles, so this simple sentence only has one
particle.




%

Now, let’s add an % to the previous sentence. The normal word
order for Japanese is Subject — Object — Verb.

U & 7YXV &7 H#5 =1seea crystal.

Thereisa 107z U (& word-particle set,anda 7 Y XY )l %
word-particle set. Because Japanese is a particle-based language, we can

actually move around the word-particle sets and the meaning stays the
same. We can even change the order to be the same as English.

plcLix#d. 7URFI %=,

Or, we can change the order to be like Yoda.

VRGN &, bl & H# %,

While the first version is the most common, all of these versions are
grammatically correct.

Singular/Plural

Although the sentence above was translated as “I see a crystal.”, it could
also be “I see crystals.” The reason for this is that Japanese does not often
distinguish between one thing and many things by modifying its nouns
like English does. So, until further explained, Japanese things are often like
Schrodinger's cat in that they are in multiple states of being. They are
both one thing and many things at the same time.

There are exceptions to this though, especially when talking about
people, and these will be covered in more detail below in the
—7fcB. —5 section.



No Spaces

Particles are very useful for telling us how to read a sentence, and they

are always written in Hiragana. Since Japanese is written in a mixture

of kanji and its alphabets, it is very easy to find where the particles are
in a sentence. It’s so easy, in fact, that there is actually no need for spa-
ces between words in Japanese.

Let’s add kanji (and furigana) to the previous example sentence. When we
do this, we just have to find the particles, and the particles will define
where each word is.

bl H*

METURATINER S,

After finding the particles, we can see that there are three parts to
breL

&
this sentence. fAld. 7 U X7 J)L%Z. and B 5. Now that we have
everything separated into word-particle sets, we can easily

determine the meaning of the sentence.




I

Our next particle, [T, is used when showing location or

n

movement. It can mean “to”, “in”, “on”, or “at”.

For example:

bizU 1 o v I W3 =]amin the truck.

L

And, without spaces: FAlE b Z v 7 [T\ 5,

We can see that the |C defines s 7' 7 as the location to be in / to go
to and makes b 7w 7 [T a word-particle set. We then add this to the

7z U [ word-particle set, and then L)% shows us that a living thing
(1) is in the truck.

Now, let’s see another example.

bizU & F [ W< =1goover there.

bzl W

Without spaces: A& % Z IC1T<,

Sometimes, like above, the word before the particle is all in Hiragana, and
for the untrained eye, it can be hard to see where each word is. But
remember, all we have to do is separate each part of the sentence into
word-particle sets, and it becomes easy to see.

C

it BEIC 7<

It takes a little practice, but eventually it becomes very easy to do this
automatically.




72

Like (&, the particleh® can also mark the subject of a sentence, and dis-

cerning whether to use [ or 5° can often be very difficult for Japanese

learners, even for people who have reached near-native levels. But
don’t worry! Crystal Hunters only uses 5" in one way, so within our sto-

ry at least, it is fairly easy to understand.

The way H' is used in Crystal Hunters is actually more like an object,

meaning that it replaces %, but only when paired with
certain verbs/adjectives.

For example:

HLNRD

2¥) HY LB =There is a monster.

MHULNVRD

Without spaces: [E¥IHN\\ B,

B often joins with LN % when introducing where something is. In
addition, we can see that L% translates to “there is” in this
sentence.

Now, let’s make it slightly more complicated:

HULRD

HF I B¥Y A ULWB = There is a monster over there.

HLVRD

Without spaces: 8% Z ICRH\\ B,

Within the Crystal Hunters story, we treat word-particle sets with
MLRD

Y as ones that include a verb, so IZ¥IH Y\ 3 is one set. This is

our “HY set”. In real Japanese, we can break the verb off and move it
around, but it gets very complicated very quickly when we do this, so
we will avoid that here.



MHULERD

So, with [Z#IH U\ 3 being one set, all we have to do is add

MHULRD

3% Z | either before or after Z#)HYL\ 5. and the

meaning becomes “There is a monster over there”.

Using D" for adjective-verbs

What is an “adjective verb”? Well, it’s a word that is a verb in English,
but is an adjective in Japanese. For words like this, we use 1.

For example:

el & 2URXZIL B = J2 =1 like crystals.

L El

Without spaces: FAlE T U A 7 ILHNFE 12,

Wow, there’s a lot in this sentence! Let’s unpack it. -
First, let’s start with the part we know. We know that 107z U (J is a set,
and we know what that means, so let’s take it out for now.

TJURAZIL B F& K

OK, now we know that 7 J X %)L HVis a word-particle
combination, and we know that we want to add a verb to make it a

complete “H" set”. But... where is the verb?

OK, so looking at our Crystal Hunters Vocabulary List, we

see that 9 = means “like”, and 72 means “to be”. Looking closer, we can
see that 9 Z is not “to like”, which means that this “like” is an

adjective in Japanese, not a verb! To make it a “verb”, we combine it
with 7Z. So, for this sentence 9" 7Z is the verb.



To make our “HY set” weadd 7 Y X7 )L Hhto = 72 and we get 7
YRXF)L B I = £ which means “(someone) likes crystals.”

Then we add our 72 U [ back in, and we get:
el & ZUVRXZIIL hY & 73: = | like crystals.

L

Without spaces: FAlE 2 Y X?)Ix?b‘?@% o

Further information on “»\ sets”.

In Crystal Hunters, these verbs/adjectives are used in “hY sets”. A
W3
H B

g= 2
LW AN
HZ B / \ \ ,

And all verbs in their “can” forms (to be explained later). Trem

However! This does not mean that all of these words are always

part of a “h\ set”. We only use them in “h" sets” when there is an
object in the sentence.

For example, let’s start with the sentence:
bzl & D3R D A 595‘_%0 = | can see a monster.

L HMrLERD

Without spaces: FA il:t:%?b\ﬁl%)o

If we take out the object in this sentence (monster), then we get:

U & #Z 5 =1can see (it).

L H

Without spaces: TAlX R X %,



Since there is only a subject, and no object in this sentence, we
don’t form a “h" set”. In fact, this sentence in particular would be
very strange if we turned it into a “h" set”:

bizU DY &#Z 3 =(l) can see myself.

brzL &

Without spaces: TADYNR X%,

Unless you’re looking in a mirror, this would be a very strange thing to say.

o
M

- .._.-. e "-:"’"’:-
e
SR




D

Phew! We made it through the hard particles! The final three particles are
all relatively easy! Let’s go through these quick.

First, there’s D, which is a possessive particle. This means it
often means “ ‘s ” in English, or it changes “me” into “my” or “mine” or
something like that.

Example:

iU @ [Fh & BH%F T 12 = My sword is over there.

When D is used, the word-particle set expands. This means that while 1

U @ is a word-particle combination, it is not the full set. D is a
joiner, not a breaker. Therefore, the whole word-particle set goes all the
way until (.

icLU @ [FA & =mysword.

Then we add 8% C and 72 for the “over there” and “is” and we
get:

bizLU @ Fh & ZF I 72 =My sword is over there.

el Fh

Without spaces: TAD &l (& dpZ Z 12,

As some of you may have already noticed, there is no [C attached to %
Z here, and that’s because 7Z is a special verb which likes to do its own
thing, and 72 doesn’t like |, so no [C here. However, if we use 3 %

instead of /2, we need to use the [C. Also, we’re using 5%, not L\ 3,
because a sword is an inanimate object.

iU @ Fh & HF [T %D =My sword is over there.

bl Hh

Without spaces: TAD &[5 F Z (T8 B,



AN

The last two particles are used like punctuation marks, but spoken, and

theykare usually added to the end of the sentence. H\ is like a question
mark.

For example, if we add D" to the previous example sentence, it
becomes a question:

U O [Fh & HZFZ IC BB H? = Ismysword over

there?
bzl FhA

Without spaces: TAD & (& dHZ Z(CH D H?

Technically, a H" is not necessary to form a question, but using H®

is similar to moving the “is” in the previous sentence to the front of the
sentence when asking a question in English. If you make a statement in

English, but lift your inflection at the end of the statement, it becomes a
qguestion. This is true for Japanese too.

bl A

FhD& % ZICdH B ? =My sword is over there?

ES

Last particle! &K is like an exclamation point. If we

take off the " and add &K to the previous example
sentence, it’s like adding an exclamation point.

el Hh

FADR|EHZ ICH DK | =My sword is over there!

As with 7V, it is not completely necessary to add & when using an
exclamation point, but it adds an extra amount of oomph!



Disappearing words

We made it through the particles! We’re not far from the end now! But,
let’s take a short detour before we go through the last few grammar rules
to talk about something fun!

So far, we’ve been showing you standard sentences in Japanese, but just
like a ninja, the Japanese language doesn’t always show all of itself. Many
of the words in a sentence can disappear and the sentence works just
fine.

For example, we can remove half the words/particles from the
following sentence:

AT U ZTIDEELR, —> 7RI DEE,

bzl
First, we can take off the FAld because the default subject in
Japanese is “I”. We don’t have this for statements in English, but we do
have something similar for command forms.

For example: “GO! GO NOW!” has a default subject of “You”.
el
So, #Ald disappears and the meaning remains unchanged.

Also, the 7Z used after some adjective-verbs can be chopped right
off and the meaning of the sentence remains fairly unchanged.

Questions Too!
Yes, there is a default subject for questions too, but the default subject for
guestions is “You”.

So, for example: 4 ,
HIRIIET ) RIILDNFEN? —>T D 7\%)1175*\1@3 7
The H\is also not necessary, so: 7 Y X7 JUHVIFE ? is also OK.



Remaining Grammar Rules:

Ok, let’s power through some tenses and other quick grammar rules, and
then we’re almost done with the tutorial and off to the manga!

Present/Future Tense

Present tense in Japanese can also be future tense. Yes, that’s correct, and
there is no future tense in Japanese. Phew! That saves us a lot of time! No
need to learn future tense!

Just remember that present tense is not only present tense, but
also representative of something to be done in the future.

W
So, b 7w 271C4T< can be both “I go to the truck.” and “I'll go to
the truck.” depending on the context of the situation.

However, there is one exception. 72 does its own thing again here too,
and 72 cannot be used in the future tense. Instead, 7= changes to

IC 7% % (to become) when using “be verbs” in the “future” tense.

For example:

= H

CNISHEM /o = This is a machine.

=0

CHUITEEMC 78 D5 = This will be/become a machine.

N\
N
&

e O
DR 3

&
¥




Negative Form

In English, to make a sentence negative, we just add “not” or “do not” or
something like that and the sentence becomes negative. Something
similar happens in Japanese, but we don’t add a word, we conjugate the
verb differently. This is because Japanese loves to conjugate verbs. LOVES.
Seriously. There are so many verb conjugations in Japanese. We do our
best to keep verb conjugations to a minimum here though, so there are
only dictionary form (base form) + five types of conjugations in Crystal
Hunters.

There are a couple ways to conjugate a verb into its negative form, and
which way you conjugate it depends on how the spelling of the verb
ends. Surprisingly, it’s actually easier to think about this with English
letters than Japanese letters. As well, it is easy to tell when a verb has
been turned into its negative form, as all negative conjugations end in

AN A

Normal Way

o, .7

All verbs in Japanese end in a character that has an “u” sound. The normal
way to conjugate the verb is to cut off the “u” sound at the end of the
verb and add “anai”. This means that the last letter will change,

and then you add “7& L\ after that.

For example:
L)< changes to WHM& LY

LY
N2 v ZICTHRLY, =1don't/won’t go to the truck.




One slight modification to the normal way is for verbs ending in 2. In
stead of adding “anai” after taking off “u”, you add “wanai”.

For example:
DO D changes to 2 D7 LY

= L o

BE & E10 77 U\s =1 don’t/won’t use machines.

The “-eru” way.
For verbs that end in -eru, it is very easy to conjugate into negative

forms. Just take off %, and add 7& L.

For example:
#H*Z % changes to & 21X\,
&

IV RZILHAR XU\, =1 can’t see the crystal(s).

The “iru” Hybrid

Verbs that end in “-iru” can behave like a normal verb, or they can behave
like -eru verbs, it just depends on the verb. Unfortunately you just have to
memorize which are which for this one.

Example:
L % changes to L 57& L) (normal way).

hnhhn L
RKIFH 57U\ = He doesn’t know.

# % changes to A7) (-eru way).
HH
71 X7 )% BN = | don’t/won’t see the crystals.




c& &HD

Of course, 7= does its own weird thing again like it always does.

72 changes to U 7R L),
El
VX ZILHFZE U »7EW, =1don't like crystals.

3 5 also does its own thing here. It just changes to 7& L),
CZICU YR ILHIE N, =There are no crystals here.

Here is a full list of all the verbs in Crystal Hunters and their conjugations
from dictionary form to negative form.

Dictionary Form

H B

1z

W3

L<
MWD Z S
HAB
B
HD
AN
a3
L%
fcdns
EHB
DD
bmnd
D3
H>
PPHB

Negative Form

(TA
A HILDRIAELN,
BYNN —

WAVER L

MADYZ T3
A
TR
Sy~ A
AN YA
ey /AN
L 570
fcBnEn
E DR
D7
PS5 7EW
D5 7&0N
HOIFEWV
PHRL

Hiz=L (TA

DR FEZ? _
”"WUH||||||um.........._, %




Past Tense

Like English, to turn a present sentence into a past tense sentence, you
need to conjugate the verb. For the most part, verbs fall into the same
conjugations groups we saw in the negative form (“normal” and “eru”).
And like before there are a few exceptions. That said, it is easy to discern a
past tense conjugation since all the past conjugations in Crystal

Hunters end in 7z (although some verbs not in Crystal Hunters end in

12).

Normal Way
Usually, there are a few different subsets for the normal way when

conjugating into past tense, but luckily, all the normal conjugation verbs in
Crystal Hunters fall into the same group!

When making a verb into past tense in this way, all you have to do is

take off the last character (the whole character and not just the
“u”), and then add “tta” or o /z.

For example:

DHD changesto DH o Je.
=R

Bz DD > fco =1used a machine.

The “eru” Way (and some ‘iru”)
Again, this way is slightly easier than the normal way. Just take off © and

add 7z.

N2JVES

U b\/ub*\‘
Zld%E Z fco = She thought.

=\




A\Y
—
FAS

72 does it’s own thing again, especially because you don’t cut
anything off of it, but it’s actually fairly normal here.
Just add o Tz

nn I3 h

5
LRI DEF = 72 5 72 = He liked swords / He used to like swords.
Here is a full list of all the verbs in Crystal Hunters and their conjugations

from dictionary form to past form.

Dictionary Form Past Form

» 5 »H ol
1z £ole
W3 LW

LV < Wo 1o
MADZ B MADZ T2
HAB H AT
) HTc
HD Holc
VAN AV fu
IZiF3 I F e
L3 Loic
fcEns fcEnic
EHB &t
DMD Dhofc
bhsd bhoifc
D5 D>
» D » ol

P B P




Adjective Past & Negative Past

In Japanese, instead of conjugating the verb to turn an adjective into the
past tense (for example: “I was happy”), we conjugate the adjective
itself. If the adjective ends in LY, 99% of the time it is an adjective you
conjugate. If it does not end in L), you add the past form of /2, or 72 5
fco We saw the 72 > 7= version in the previous example:

i A El
R IXRIDGF = 72 5 f2 = He liked swords / He used to like swords.

However, if we use an adjective that ends in L), like D41 U LY,

then it conjugates differently (this is also the reason why we don’t

need 7Z after [ U L) when making a “/" set”.) For past tense with

these UL\ adjectives, we conjugate the adjective directly. Doing this is very
simple. Just take off the L) and add H* > 7z.

Example:
S>3 UL L) changesto DTt LYo fe.

>n
2 LMol =1was happy.

Also, since all of the negative verb forms end in 7& L), all of them
are conjugated like L\ adjectives.

Example:
DM 7R L) changes to DDV ah - fe.

om
NSy U &FEDEMN>T e =1didn’t use a truck.




Negative Adjectives

Just like we can conjugate adjectives that end in L) to make them past
tense, we can also conjugate them to make them negative.

When we do this, we just cut the L\ part of the adjective off and add on
< 7R LN, Just like with verbs, negative conjugations end with 7% LY.

For example:
IZ L LY changes to [E L < 7& L)

= H

BEMANZF LU < 7RLV, =1don’t want a machine.

For adjectives that don’t end in L), you treat them the same as sentences

that end in 7Z. Just add U ® A& L\ at the end. In fact, you’ve already seen
a sentence with a negative adjective in it!

Here it is again.
.
VX ZILHFZE U »7RW, =1don't like crystals.
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“C” Form

““C” form for verbs is super easy to learn after learning their past form. All
you have to do is change the 72 on the end to ! Easy! Also, we don’t
have to worry about a weird 7 variation, because there is no “T” form
of 12!

“"C” form is really useful to know, because you can use it to do a
lot of things, such as connecting it to other verbs and adjectives.

Soft Command “C”

The simplest way to use “"C” form is to use it in its naked state.

That is, without connecting it to anything else. When you do this, it be
comes a “soft” command. That is, it’s a command, but a somewhat po-

lite command. Japanese has three primary command form conjugations
and this is the most neutral. Don’t worry, we won’t learn the other
command conjugations here.

As in English, the default subject for command form is “You”.

For example:

DHD changesto 2D > T.

m

N%Z{FE>7Ts =Use this.




Here is a list of all the verbs in Crystal Hunters in their “"C”form.

Dictionary Form “C” Form
»H B »Ho>T

1z N/A

W5 W

L < Wo T
MADZ B MADZT
HZB HZT
HB HT

HD Ho7T
VAN AN

IciF 3 ICFT
L5 LoT
fcdhs fedhT
EHB EHT
oINS e —————
bhB bh-T E
D5 D->7T F
P D »Ho>T
P35 PHT

Soft Command “"C” — Negative Form
Negative form “°C” is also easy. We just take the negative form of a verb

and add "C. That’s it!

For example:
73U\ changes to A7 L\ T,

bl &

Fhzx B WTH | =Don’t look at me!!



T+W5

But, once you put some “clothes” (other verbs and adjectives) on your
naked “°C", it can very quickly acquire a different meaning.

For example, T+ L)% is essentially “-ing” in English. There are some
slight nuance differences, but for the majority of situations

T+ W5 =“ing”.

For example:
Th oh

#l|%Z{F > TWL B, =1am using a sword.

For negative form, just change the L% at the end into LN7& LY,

For example:
E MW £S)

Bz 3 > TULVELY, = | am not holding a machine /

| don’t have a machine on me.
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CH LWL

This is essentially the “You may/You can” or “May I/Can I” form.

For example:
Fh oM

#l) % {8 5 TLVU\? = May | use a sword?

And then the traditional response to this is:
Fh o

IZU\ &Z{E > TULIL, =Yes, you may use a sword.

But, like in English, a response to a question can be cut down consider-
ably, with the simplest response being “Yes”. Since the question is asked
with an “ULMLY the “ULYLY version of “yes” is a more common response
here. “I& L) would not be wrong though, just less natural.

Example:

ATy Y LC%') CTUWWL\? =Can I ride in the truck?

B: LWL &K, =Yeah, go for it.

In this situation, adding a & adds an equivalent “go for it” or “that’s
fine”, and is much more common than just saying LNUY, Only saying

LMY is much less friendly. It’s confirming that it’s OK, but it doesn’t
necessarily mean that the person saying it is happy about it.
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“Let’s” Form

The “Let’s” Form is a verb conjugation that lets us say things like “Let’s

go over there” or “Let’s use this.” This conjugation form is not so diffi-
cult to learn because there are luckily no 7Z or 45 % versions of this

conjugation, and the other verbs fall into the same “normal” and “-eru/
some -iru” groups that we’ve been using until now. The “let’s” form is also

easy to identify because it always ends in “ou” (sounds like “oh”).
For the normal verbs, we just delete the last “u”, and we add “ou”.

For example:

L < changesto WZ S,

Ly

HFITITI S, = Let’s go over there.

For the -eru/some -iru verbs, we delete the last % and we add

£2.
For example:

I+ % changes to [CIFK 5.
[t
HIFE S K | =Let's run away!




Shall We?

When the “let’s” form is used in a question, it becomes “shall we”
instead of “let’s”.

Example:

AN S

FREIC AR B S H? = Shall we be partners/group friends?

Here’s the same list of verbs and their “let’s” form conjugations.

Dictionary Form “Let’s” Form
HB N/A

al N/A

W3 W& >

L< WZ>
MADZ B MADZ KD
P 2B HZED
B H KD

HD HED

VANZS) 185>

rally 2 IZIF& S
L3 L35
feEnsd feENn&>
EHB EHKDS
ohD DhES
hhd s>
D5 D5>

&> HE>S
YH3 YPHES




“Can” Form or “Potential” Form

This verb conjugation means that someone “can” or “is able to” to do
something. Again, we divide our verbs into the same “normal”

and “-eru/some -iru” groups. And again, there’s no /< or % %
versions of this conjugation so we don’t have to worry about those two.

This is one of the harder verb forms to recognize though, because
although all of the “can” form verbs end in “eru”, there are dictionary
form verbs that also end in “eru”. So, to distinguish this form, you need to
know what the dictionary form of the verb is before you can determine if
it’s a “can” form or not.

As well, as mentioned in the particles section, “can” form verbs
become part of “H" sets” when there is an object in the sentence.

|II

For verbs in the “normal” group, we just delete the last “u” and add “eru”.

For example:
DHD changesto DN ZS.

= H W oh

A DNME 2.5 =1 can use machines.

For verbs in the “eru/some iru” group, we delete the last % and we add

5h5.
For example:

IZF% changesto ICIF 51 5.
I
HIF 535 K | =1can run away!




Here’s the same list of verbs and their “can” form conjugations.

Dictionary Form “can” Form
HB N/A

1z N/A

W5 Wons

W< WiF 5
MADZ B MADZ5ND
HAB HA5ND
B H5ND

HD HTH

3% VAN g7
iciF3 IKiFsns
L% Lhad
fcEhnsd fcEnosnsd
EHB EHoND
PYI) PYAV S
OYAES hhind
D5 DN

&> HA5

Y&H 5 YHoNs




C-c-c-combo!

We've learned all the conjugations we need to be able to read Crystal
Hunters! Let’s celebrate this accomplishment by throwing all the
conjugations we’ve learned on top of each other!

One of the fun things about Japanese is that you can just keep adding
conjugations and connections on to verbs and adjectives to make more
and more complex sentences.

For example, using only things that we have learned so far, we can
conjugate and connect our way up from “I meet” to saying “I’'m happy |
was able to meet you.”

)

Step 1: =D = “l meet”, “I will meet”

+ “can” form
%)

Step 2: X % = “l can meet”, "l am able to meet”

+ “te” form

)
Step 3: 2T = “Go be able to meet” ??? (nonsensical)

+97(LL/L\
Step 4: KZ__UIE L UL = “’m happy to be able to meet (you)”

+ past tense

)
Step 5: X TEL D > = = “I’'m happy | was able to meet (you)”



We did it! Using four conjugations/connections, we were able to build up
to an 8-word sentence (9 if you count “I’'m” as two words!) using just 2
Japanese words! Nice! We’ve taken a big first step on our way to
becoming Japanese masters!

And now, we just have a few quirks of the Japanese language to go
through before we’re all set and ready to read 100+ pages of manga!

(By the way, if you want to quick check all of the verb conjugations,
there’s a list of all the verbs and their conjugations on the last page.)
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Japanese Language Quirks:

Last section!! Just skim this quick and go read the mangal!!

This/That Differences

In Japanese, there are six different words for this/that, and we use all of
them in Crystal Hunters. It’s fairly simple to understand the difference
between them though, so just give this a quick look.

D/

Both Z @ and Z ¥l mean “this”. However, we use < @ when we
are specifying “this (something)”.

For example:
+
CDKNTYIDFER, =1like this truck.

And then C 11 is used when we aren’t specifying anything, and are
using “this” only.

Z nb*‘%r% 1o =1like this.

D/ ZEN

% ® and Z 11 are identical to Z® and Z 1, but they mean
“that”, and specifically “that” when it is fairly close to you.

For example:
(=3
FDTYRZILHEU LN, =1 want that crystal.
IF
FNHAEL LN =1 want that.




D/ HNn

Again, the same pattern here, but this time for “that over there”.

LY
HDEBHIC1T<, =1will go to that place over there.

0E NN

HDAIEZELU LN =That person over there is sad.

Girl/Boy vs. Someone’s Child

The way we say “girl” in Japanese is:
Brla

BAB+D+Z =ZDF

And the way we say “boy” in Japanese is:

Bz <
BEIH+D+Z =BDF

Since we’ve described D as a possessive particle, it may look like
those examples above should mean “the woman’s child” and “the
man’s child”, but instead @ is just joining those two words together to
make the equivalent of one word in English here.

HOWEVER!! If we added a = D before those, for example:
& Z

< DE DT, then it could mean both “that man’s child” and “that
boy” depending on the context of the sentence.




Going to People/Things:

I"

In English, we can easily say things like “I’'m going to Kal.” Or “I'm
L

going to the monster.” Well, in Japanese saying 1)L {C1T< or
MLNRD A
ZE41C17 < would be weird because you’re not going to a “place”.

So, in Japanese, you add @D + & Z Ato the thing or person you
are going to, which makes it so you are going to that thing’s / that per-

son’s place.
Example:
HULNRD

HIVIEEYD & 2 3T < | =Kal goes to the monster!

Having Things

In Japanese there’s a distinction between having something on you at that
moment, and having something in general (maybe on you, maybe at
home).

b
For having something on you, Japanese uses ¥ > T U\5 or
“holding”, but this is not limited to what is in your arms, it just needs to
be on your person.

Example:

= Hhn

N>V I ﬂ;%%ﬁ’fiﬁ??\z\%o = Bansom has a machine. /

Bansom is holding a machine.

For having something in general, we use & %,
a))

1
HENH 5, =1have money (but not necessarily on me).

Y4 %@@E



| Know That!

In Japanese, the distinction between “understand” and “know” is drawn
using different lines.

In simple terms, 10H% is Lijsed for showing that something went from

unclear -> clear. Whereas 1% is used for showing that something went
from unknown -> known.

So:

1D % = |understand the meaning of what you said /
| understand the concept of what you’re explaining /

| get it.

U
"5 = | have that information / | have learned that already.

And:

PHMS57ELY = | don’t understand what you’re saying /
I’m not completely sure.

57 = | haven’t heard of that /
| don’t have enough information.




The Mysteries of “They”

For some reason, Japan has two suffixes for making groups of people
plural. They have the exact same meaning, but they attach

to different words. The most common one is —/= 5, and is used
for most situations.

For example:
plcLics
blzU+7t = FAE=we
b@b;h

DU & +71=B = ZE = they (group of girls/women)
But, for some reason, we use a different suffix for 5’11, and that
suffix is — 5.
N
M+ 5=1%5 = they (group of all boys, or a group of people
that one that has at least 1 boy in it)

However, if a group is predominantly female, but there are one or two
boys in it, it is best to use:

OEfeb

HD+OE+T25 = HD AE =those people.




| Can See!

As some of you may have already noticed, there is both a verb that

7 2 2
means “can see” (2 X %), and a “can” form of theverb 2% (E5H
%) .There is a some crossover between the two, but the basic distinc-
tion is that %7\’_5 (dictionary form) is more in the moment, and the

other E 515 (“can” form of E%) is more that there is a possibility of
being able to see something under certain circumstances. Crystal
H

Hunters does not use B 5113, so you don’t need to worry about this
too much, just clarifying it for people who might have been confused.

TUTORIAL COMPLETE!!

You are now ready to read Crystal Hunters! Have fun being bilingual
enough to be able read an over 100-page manga in the most difficult
language in the world! This is an accomplishment, be proud of yourself!
Go start reading the manga.

Japanese Version: (ebook)

Japanese Version: (free)

And, if you want a translated version:

English Version: (ebook)

Enaglish Version: (free)

Book 2 of Crystal Hunters is available now!

Book 2 Guide

Japanese Version

Natural Japanese Version



https://crystalhuntersmanga.files.wordpress.com/2023/06/japanese-learning-guide-book-2-v7.pdf
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B08HM7CQQS/
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B08HMBQ3T2/
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B086MT75W7
https://www.pixiv.net/en/artworks/80075613
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B086LK3DVY
https://www.pixiv.net/en/artworks/78232226

Conjugation list

Dictionary Negative Past Tense “T” Form “Let’s” Form “Can” Form

Form Form

H3 A Hotc Ho>T n/a n/a

e Uean £olc n/a n/a n/a

W3 LVZR LY Wiz (Ake W& wsns

W< LAV LY WoTc Wo<T Wwas Wirs

AN WA\ DADZEWN  HADZ T MADZT DADZES  DADNZSN
%

HZB o AN A HAT HAED HA5ND

HB PR P HT HFED H+5Nd

D Sy AR Hof H-C HES HT3

PANESS AV AN ol NN 1255 Bhd

rall 7 Iz Wn rlygs ICHFT &S iKifons

L3 U570 Lofe LoT L35 Lhd

fcdhns fesnizn feehnic fed&n< feEn&> fcEnosns

EHB EHIRL &l EHT EHES EHons

ohD DAL hofc Do T 2hEDS DD

bhd b5 bh-ofe bh>T bhsd> hbhns

DB D 57R Dol D->7T D55 ond

H> BN Hotc H-o>T HES HAB

rHB P HRL Porc PHT PHES rH5ND




